FEBRUARY 2020 


ALBERTA ELKS 
NEWS 


Charlie is 


Charlie the Elk is on his way to Alberta! Charli 
is proven to be a hit with both young and old! 
Lodges are encourage to book this lovable Elk 
for upcoming events in your lodge or 
community. Charlie rental is $150.00 which 
includes shipping. First lodge to get their order 
form and deposit into the Alberta Elks Secretary 
is awarded the date requested. Don't miss your 
lodges opportunity to have Charlie to shake 
hands at your local trade show, be present at 
festivals , or hug seniors at the nursing home. 


"CONFERENCE 
2020 


ALBERTA ELKS 
ASSOCIATION — 


You are Invited to attend the A@erta Elks Association and 
Alberta Els Foundation Conference in Whitehorse Yukon. At the 
request of the Association Executtve, dates have been changed to 
Tuesday June 2 (6:00 pm) to Thursday, June 4, 2020. This ts a 
shift of dates but more easily accommodates atr travel schedules. 


Please take the time to help us plan for your visit to Whitehorse Yukon for the Alberta 
Elks Association Conference 2020, Sessions are planned to be held at the Lodge (401 

Hawkins St.) and General Information and Forms are attached, More information will 
be available in the newsletter and on our website as it becomes available 


March 15, 2020 $ 150.00 


“Get the Worm” Early bird Deadline: 


Regular Early Bird Deadline: April 30, 2020 $175.00 


$200.00 


Regular Registration after May 1, 2020 


Send registrations to. 
Whitehorse Elks Lodge #306, 401 Hawkins St., Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 1X7 


Co-Chairs Gary Hewitt (867) 335-1552 or Barbara Evans (867) 333-0440 will be happy 
to answer any of your questions concerning registrations 


shania Visit our website 


, for complete 
Hpi Hartley P 
conference 
ope Hartley, 
Exalted Ruler information 


Whitehorse Elks Lodge #306 


Being 
told youre 
appreciated 
iS One OF the 


Oops - we neglected to puta 
place for when Charlie is 
required on the form. If your 
Lodge is using the form that 
was sent to you, please mark 
in bold letters the date you 
wish to book Charlie. There 
is anew updated form on the 
website for future use 


SimpleSt, yet 
most mMcredible 
things you can 
ever hear. 


"Charlie Requisition" is on the website 
under both the Association and Foundation 
Forms. It is also fillable on the computer 
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Med he Team 


Association & Foundation Secretary-Treasurer Sister Lynda Petten —Born and raised in Bentley, | moved 
to Calgary where | was employed in the oil and gas industry. | then moved back home with my son and was 
employed as an Administrative Assistant at Red Deer College and later the Town of Bentley. 


y parents raised me that in order for one to have a great community to live in, one had to give back and not 
expect someone else to do it for you. Because of this belief, | have volunteered for many organizations in my 
community - President of the Curling Club, Secretary of the Hall Board, member of the Agricultural Society 
Board, Library Board member, Community Van Society Board member, Honoured Royal Lady for the Bentley 
Royal Purple and Exalted Ruler several times for the Bentley Elks Lodge. 


have served as a Town Councillor twice and Mayor for one term. | chaired Bentley's 100th Anniversary 
Committee while | was Mayor. Currently, | am a member of the Regional Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board and the Eckville Subdivision and Appeal Board. | am also a Board Member for the Bethany Board of 
Governors which operates social housing and seniors’ lodges in the Camrose to Innisfail areas. 


| have one awesome son, Andreas, who works in the oilfield as well as having his own sign-making business. He is married to Leslie 


who owns her own flower business, Earthy Accents in Bentley. They have one daughter - Araya Mae - who is eight and the apple of my 


eye!!! She is a third-year violinist and has already won awards for playing. 


| was a die-hard curler until | broke my ankle and now focus on trying to be a better golfer. Biking, heading to the pool, movies and 
shopping with Araya has taught me to appreciate all the little things that adults seem to forget once their own children have grown, 
which leads me to my philosophy - Give back to others and you yourself will reap the rewards!! 


Esquire Brother lan Sundquist: Bro. lan was born at Stavely, Alberta in 1950 and raised = 

on the family farm. Following high school he attended S.A1.T. and graduated as a Draftsman. * | or ga 
After working for Texaco Exploration as a draftsmen from 1970 to 1972, he embarked on 

an around the world excursion in which he circumnavigated the globe, mostly done overland 
(an impossibility today). He laments that he lost a day crossing the International Date Line 

in 1972 and never got it back. Upon his return from traveling in 1974, he joined his father 

in operating the family farm, raising crops and cattle. He was married to his wonderful wife, 
Colleen, in 1978 and they purchased the farm and operated it until retirement in 2015. 

They raised three ‘farm girl’ daughters (known affectionately as the “Sundquist Boys”) and 
now have seven grandchildren to brag about with another one on the way. 


Brother lan joined the Stavely Elks #112 in 1969 and has been a loyal member ever since. 

n 1975, he was instrumental in starting the Stavely Patrol Team who competed in the 
Provincial Competitions for over 25 years. They only came in first on one occasion but when 
it came to the team having the most fun they won every year, hands down! He has served in 
a chair in the Lodge since 1979 when he took on the Treasurer's position until 1985 when 
he began through the executive chairs becoming Exalted Ruler in 1990. In 1991 he became 
the lodge Secretary and has served in that capacity ever since. 


He took on the District Deputy position in the old District #4 for the 1996-1997 term and 
when the Districts were realigned he served as District Deputy for District #14 for the 
2008-2009 term. 


Brother lan has served as a Councillor for the Municipal District of Willow Creek #26 for 25 years. He claims he is not sure who is nuttier, 
himself for being there that long or the ratepayers who allowed him to stay this long. In the capacity as a Councillor he sits on the Stavely 
Library Board, the Stavely FCSS, the Stavely Recreation Board and the Claresholm & District Transportation Society. He also sits as a 
Regional Executive Director on the Oldman River Regional Services Commission which is a municipal planning organization serving southern 
Alberta. He served as President of the Foothills Little Bow Municipal Association for 5 years. 


n 2016, he retired after a 30 year stint as a school bus driver.He has served as President of Stavely Ag. Society, serves as 
Secretary/Treasurer for the Stavely Museum, is a Past Noble Grand for the Stavely Odd Fellows presently serving as their Musician. 


ow, in his retirement, he enjoys rebuilding antique tractors with his grandson (and future Elk) Colby who he refers to as his “left-handed 
right hand man”. He also feels he can contribute what he can to the Alberta Elks Association as an Elected Director and is serving this term 


ELK PROUD! 
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LODGE HAPPENINGS 


At the Commissioner's New Years 
Levee, she presented the new 
“Order of Yukon” to people who 
have made a life long contribution 
to the Yukon and its people. The 
Whitehorse Elks Lodge #306 
participated in the nomination of 45 
year Elks veteran Gary Hewitt. He 
was one of ten people awarded this 

prestigious award in its first year. 


~ 


~ YEGREVILLE 


ELkKS 
© ge © 


A] INIDERSARY 


| ner = 
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$500 was donated to the Vegreville 
Food Bank by Elks Lodge members 
(L to R) Bro. Paul Seniuk, Bro. 
William Smolak, Bro. Allen Kornicki, 
Raffle Chairman Bro. Bernie 
Florkow presenting the cheque to 
the Secretary for the Food Bank, 
Ann Thompson and Bro. Paul 
Bosse. 


Fun Times had by 


7 
, oy 


Exalted Ruler Bro. Clayton 
Gillespie of Stavely Elks #112 
presenting a cheque for $4000 
to Tara Bishoff, Director of the 
Claresholm & District Health 
Foundation 


Olhe 


all at the Vegreville 
Floor Curling Tournament! Well done! 


Vegreville Elks Lodge #143 
donated $4,500 to the 
Vegreville St. Joseph's Hospital 
Covenant Foundation to assist 
in covering the costs for 
purchasing a portable ECG 
machine. Over the past 3 years 
the Lodge has contributed 
$14,000 towards the ECG 
machine and will donate 
another $4,000 in 2020, 
bringing the total contribution 
to $18,000. Left to right: 
Brother Marshall Stewart, 
Brother George Childs, Mickey 
Melnyk, Covenant Foundation 
Major Gifts Officer, Anthony 
Brannen, Site Administrator 
for St. Josephs Hospital, 
Brother Bernie Florkow and 
Brother Robert Bennett. 
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER 


Miles View 


by Miles Johnson 
The Case for Ritual Meetings 


Ok, so | haven't been a member of the Elks for a 
long time. | had retired after a 40 year career in 
policing and was bored. My wife started telling me | 
needed to find something to get involved in. | 
decided that | wanted to join a fraternal 
organization and started to explore my options. | 
was raised in Granum Alberta and when | was 
growing up BPOE #109 was a happening 
organization in the town, one thing led to another... 
and... here | am. 


| had done some research into Lodges and had 
friends who belonged to other organizations ,. so 
when | walked into Medicine Hat 412 On the 03 of 
May 2018 | had an expectation on what the 
initiation ceremony was going to be like. 


What | found was a round table meeting with an 
extremely pared down initiation. | have to say | was 
Well... a little disappointed. | felt that instead of 
joining an organization which would furnish me an 
artificial extended family | had join something more 
akin to the Lions Club. Not that I’m putting down the 
Lions Club, they are an excellent organization who 
do fantastic work in our communities, but, | had 
joined a Lodge, not a club. 


In looking into the abandonment of ritual meetings 
and it seems that one of the reasons it was done 
was to attract new members. Well | have two 
considerations on this point. 


1. It's sort of like the Doctor Phil question. “ And 
how’s that working for ya”. In our lodge since the 
abandonment of rituals the doors have not been 
exactly blown off with the rush of new members. 
So was it ever a problem. 


2. When | talk to my kids and younger people | 
used to work with about this subject | find them 
perplexed. We who are Baby Boomers had rituals 
rammed down our throats, in sunday school, 
church, school, home, clubs, will dib dib dib will 
dob dob dob, it didn’t matter, it was part of our 
life. It's understandable that we would rebel. But 
what about the Gen X's and the millennials? 
These were kids raised on Harry Potter, not 
Woodstock. We may find that, to them, some 
ritual in life is refreshing, even wanted or needed. 
It may in some ways be a situation where 
grandparents have more in common with their 
Grandkids them they had with their kids, (and 
the Grandkids if their over the age of about 8 can 
fix our computer). 


There are other reasons to include rituals as well. 
We have started doing a few meetings with at least 
short opening and closing and find that the 
meetings are more orderly and more gets done. 


| get it, | don’t think I'd always want an initiation 
ceremony that took an hour, and maybe ritual 
competitions will always be a thing of the past. But 
in some ways maybe it's time for the pendulum on 
this issue to come back a little. 


Round Table Meeting Tips 


Below are several tips that may assist in running a more effective round table 
meeting 


[] Have members stand before speaking so that all members know who is 
talking 

[J Its going to happen but try and discourage side conversations by letting 
members know how disruptive it is. 

0 Consider starting and ending the meeting using the gavel 

0] Consider setting up the center station 

0 Consider having the ER sit at the head of the room 

[Follow the agenda including roll call and committee reports 

[] Encourage members to dress appropriately be it formal or informal 
regalia. 

0 Make sure that the meeting starts and ends on time. 

0 Make sure that parliamentary procedures are followed but do not get to 
hung up on formalities. 

[] Management by the clock (make the time count) 

—] Make sure your Committees do their work and are prepared to give a 
report as needed. 

[If a group is looking for financial support have them come to your meeting 
to make a presentation then again to pick up the cheque 

1] Have a dinner meeting 2 - three times/year. 

0 If you normally hold round table meetings try using the formal opening 
and closing at lest one/year. 


Community 
Contribution Calculator 


Does your lodge know about the Community Contribution Calculator? 
Membership Committee has designed and released this calculator and it 
is available on the Alberta Elks Website http://elksofalberta.ca. This easy 
to use calculator automatically calculates the amount of volunteer hours 
required to raise your annual contributions. It also calculates the rate of 
inflation. What does this mean for your lodge? Type in the amount you 
have contributed this past year into the calculator, and you can easily get 
a rough idea on how much your lodge as donated since it opened. Here 


is an example for District 4. 


Lodge Number of years Total 

Edson 10 $322,334.29 
Drayton Vally ELKS 8 $517,158.45 
Drayton Vally RP 3 $108,747.63 
Barrhead 10 $1,960,053.19 
Westlock 10 $2,961,451.60 
Total $5,869,745.18 
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Provinicial President Visits 


February 5, 2020 
February 10, 2020 


Manning Elks #286 
Camrose Elks # 70 8:00 P.M. 
Wainwright Elks #22 7:30 P.M. 
Drayton Valley RP Elks #196 = 7:30 P.M. 
Drayton Valley Elks #391 
Bow Island Elks #440 


7:00 P.M. 


February 11, 2020 
February 18, 2020 


6:3) P.M. 


Getting High School Credits One 
vorrei Tab ata Time 


ents tha 

See The assignment was simple: get the school involved and make a 
difference. Meet Alex Sanford a grade 10 student from the 
Brooks Composite High School. Alex chose to make a difference 
in the best way he knew how. He collected a bunch of empty 
coffee cans, designed a label, made a few posters and put them 
up at every can collection bin in the high school. Alex is helping 
spread the word on how far a simple tab can go and the 
difference it makes. At the end of the school year, he will collect 
and weigh all the tabs that are collected and let the school know 


their success! S 


Picture Butte #268 
Prairie Oyster Feed 


Halkirk Ely proudly prasent 


comedy Nigh 


Feb 8, 2020 
Halkirk acta Hall 


Saturday Feb. 29, 2020 
at 
Picture Butte Elks Lodge 
112 4th Street 
Picture Butte AB 
$30.00/person 


Brooks Les 
Gowns 4 Grads 


Store Open: 
February 1,8, 15 


Hour 


Located: 
107 1" St West 
Brooks, Alberta 


Don’t be stressed by grad apparel expenses! 


Gowns for Grads 
Shopping Event why 


This event is put on by the Trenville Royal Purple Elks # 248 ~ 
100’s of Graduation dresses, suits, and shoes of all 
sizes and styles! Find your perfect gown or suit, 
completely free of charge! 
Elnora Community Hall 
Saturday Feb. 15th 9am to 7pm Sunday Feb. 16th 10am to Spm 


Thank you to Rick and Chase win 
for the butiding donation. Making 
this year’s Gowrs4Grads possible 


ALBERTA ELKS ~, 
FOUNDATION +7_ 
51st ANNUAL RAFFLE 
First Prize 


530.000 CG 
$10,000 CASH _ Fas Gas 


Thied Prize Gift Cards 
$5,000 CASH Value $1500 


for 


3% of all Ticket sae go directly back to the 
Odges to wrest n Der Commentes 


“FINAL DRAW DATE JUNE 27, 2020 


All draws to take place at Didsbury Eths Hall 1914 - 20th St. Didsbury, AB TOM OWO 


Einly Bad Dros 


March 12, 2028 


$500 Fas Gas Git Car 


May 14, 2020 
5780 Fas Gow Gitt Car 


April 9, 2020 
750 Fan Gas Gt Cord 


Do you have an 
upcoming event or 
anniversary? 
Let US help 
You adver tiSe! 


Emad your poster 
emksS.Secretary@abelkS.org 


Yo with greats voilewnonl that guy 

, yal Suriple & 

ile Seyal Seaphe ty yy, 
petles you Co cur 


jrever 


CO” 
“arrversany Colobralion 
April 25th, 2020 


Elnora Community Hall, 407 2nd Ave, Elnora Alberto 


cosh 
Please RSVP by April 1, 2020 
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2 Lodge Fundraiser |deas 


IT DON'T MEAN A THING, IF 
YOU AIN'T GOT THAT SWING 
Theme Night 


The 20's are here again and what better way to celebrate them then a flash back to the century that started 
the swing! A couples theme night complete with decor, photo booth, prizes for best costume, dinner, drinks, 


live band (or DJ), dance lessons, and for the brave a Dance Off! 


While a live band would make 
the night fantastic a DJ might be 
more available or in the budget. 
What you decide to do is up to 
you, but remember your 
entertainment will make or 


Start your guest out on the right 
foot by bringing in a dance 
instructor to demonstrate a move 
or two, this will help your guest get & 
into the grove on the 20's Decor, it does not mean have 


sr: ROCra: to cost you a fortune but break your evening. While 
- “Shar a, eee aa references are great, make sure 
L We you see your entertainment for 
aa KSs | yourself before you hire 
My ionisi | More Ideas for the Night 
) GALLIAN ° . 
dabess8461 Signature Themed Drink 
* 


Theme Shooters 
* 


Waiter Auction (get local police, 
fireman, counsil members, etc) and 
auction them to the highest bidder to 


Pane oy Te 
GEORGE GLASHWTK 

a iy 
MARE SAno@CH ateneeD Satomi Antone [LA CLRSNWIN I 


Once you have your venue, decorating, advertising 
and catering costs you can design a themed poster Photobooths can be 


and print tickets! Remember Facebook andword of — cheaper than you think! All serve their drinks for the evening 
mouth are cheap but posters are still eye catching. you need is a back ground * 
To help sell tickets your event you might consider and a few props to pick 50/50 
selling tables of 8. This guarantees guest get to be from! Your guest have sf 
seated together, encourages pre sales, and leaves : oF rab 
your guests on the hook if their friends cancel. and they ae a oun Bucket Raffle 
pictures! 
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